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Military Funeral Honors

The Department of Defense (DoD) provides military funeral honors at the burials of veterans.  When requested, funeral honors can be given at any cemetery – private or government-operated.  Most funeral directors make those arrangements with DoD on behalf of family members.  

While military funeral honors are a long-standing tradition, it wasn’t until 1999 that the rights of veterans and the responsibilities of the federal government were written into law.  That law, which took effect Jan. 1, 2000, was the National Defense Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-65).

Under the new law, at a family's request, every eligible veteran will receive military funeral honors, to include the presence of a military funeral honors detail, which will oversee folding and presenting the U.S. flag and playing “Taps,” either by a high-quality recording or by a bugler.  The law defines a military funeral honors detail as consisting of two or more uniformed military persons, with at least one being a member of the veteran's branch of military service. 

DoD provides an information kit to funeral directors to help them make arrangements. The same procedure for requesting military honors is followed when burial is at a national cemetery.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) staff at national cemeteries will help, when necessary, to facilitate a request to DoD for funeral honors at VA national cemeteries.  
Veterans organizations may provide military funeral honors or may assist the military members rendering the honors.  A few VA national cemeteries are served by veterans groups that regularly provide funeral honors. 

DoD maintains a military funeral honors web site at www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.mil.
Questions or comments concerning the program may be sent to this DoD address:
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9504 IH-35 North, Suite 320

   San Antonio, TX 78233-6635
